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Native Seedsters, Inc. Announces USDA/SBIR Award to Test Breakthrough Seedster Technology to Harvest Wildflower and Dry Vegetable Seed.
Billings, MT April, 2010 Native Seedsters, Inc (NSI) announces a $90,000 Phase I USDA Small Business Innovation and Research grant award to develop Seedster technology to harvest dry vegetable and wildflower seed.
NSI already has developed a line of highly efficient and cost effective harvesters for native grass seed based on patented counter-rotating brush and comb technology.  The brush and combing drum ‘pluck’ seed with a minimal amount of impurities.  The NSI team is excited to adapt that Seedster technology to seed harvest of other types of flowering plants. 
This project will design and test several components to adapt Seedster technology for improved harvest of carrot seed among the dry vegetable seeds and yarrow among the wildflowers.  The project will be carried out in 2010.  Shop tests are planned in Montana and field tests in Oregon.  
The overarching SBIR project objectives are to increase seed recovery and increase seed quality as measured by viability compared to customary combine harvest.  Seedster ‘plucking’ permits more than one harvest pass, leaving immature seeds to fill and mature.  The team will test the feasibility of configuring components and calibrating operating settings to pluck mature seed and to leave immature seed to fill. 
The principal investigator for Phase I is NSI Chief Scientist Mark Majerus.  The project director is NSI CEO Lee Arbuckle.  The supporting team includes design engineers, a manufacturer, plant scientists, and a market researcher.  The team will test alternative brush bristles, brush diameters, comb surfaces and comb shapes.   Phase I R&D will position NSI for in depth testing of the most promising alternatives in Phase II for release in 2012.
For additional information on Seedster prices, Seedster technology, or test harvest results on dry vegetable and flower seed, contact Lee or Maggie Arbuckle or visit www.nativeseedsters.com.  

ABOUT Native Seedsters, Inc.  Native Seedsters, Inc. is a harvest technology firm that designs, manufactures and markets the Arbuckle Native Seedster (the Seedster).  The Seedster is available in four models.  The Seedster harvests the seed of those native grasses that are particularly difficult to harvest, such as switchgrass, green needlegrass, needleandthread, big bluestem, indiangrass, little bluestem and other native grass species.  The awns, barbs, hairs, and appendages that make it difficult for a combine to harvest some species of grass seed actually make Seedster ‘plucking’ more effective.  Native Seedsters serves a nationwide market from its manufacturing and marketing base in Billings, MT.
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